
Scriptures by Topic  

Anger 

Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath!  Fret not yourself; it tends only to evil.  —Psalm 37:8 

The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  —Psalm 

145:8 

A man of quick temper acts foolishly, and a man of evil devices is hated.  —Proverbs 14:17 

Whoever is slow to anger has great understanding, but he who has a hasty temper exalts folly.  

—Proverbs 14:29 

A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.  —Proverbs 15:1 

A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, but he who is slow to anger quiets contention.  —Proverbs 

15:18 

Whoever is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules his spirit than he who 

takes a city.  —Proverbs 16:32 

Good sense makes one slow to anger, and it is his glory to overlook an offense.  —Proverbs 19:11 

Make no friendship with a man given to anger, nor go with a wrathful man, lest you learn his 

ways and entangle yourself in a snare.  —Proverbs 22:24-25 

A man of wrath stirs up strife, and one given to anger causes much transgression.  —Proverbs 

29:22 

Be not quick in your spirit to become angry, for anger lodges in the bosom of fools.  —

Ecclesiastes 7:9 

But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever 

insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the 

hell of fire.  —Matthew 5:22 



Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no opportunity to 

the devil. 

Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along 

with all malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 

forgave you.  —Ephesians 4:26-27, 31-32 

But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your 

mouth.  —Colossians 3:8 

Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 

for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God.  —James 1:19-20 

They refused to obey and were not mindful of the wonders that you performed among them, 

but they stiffened their neck and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt. But you 

are a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 

love, and did not forsake them.  —Nehemiah 9:17 

Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy name.  For his anger is 

but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime.   Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy 

comes with the morning.  —Psalm 30:4-5 

 

Bible and Scripture 

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise 

the simple; the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the 

LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the rules of 

the LORD are true, and righteous altogether.  —Psalm 19:7-9 

Send out your light and your truth; let them lead me; let them bring me to your holy hill and to 

your dwelling!  —Psalm 43:3 

I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.  —Psalm 119:11 

Your testimonies are my delight; they are my counselors.  —Psalm 119:24 

Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, for it is ever with me. —Psalm 119:98 



Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  —Psalm 119:105 

The unfolding of your words gives light; it imparts understanding to the simple.  —Psalm 

119:130 

For the commandment is a lamp and the teaching a light, and the reproofs of discipline are the 

way of life, —Proverbs 6:23 

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the 

earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall 

my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall 

accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  —Isaiah 

55:10-11 

It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are 

spirit and life.  —John 6:63 

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my 

disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  —John 8:31-32 

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from 

whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred 

writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All 

Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousness, that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good 

work.  —II Timothy 3:14-17 

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the 

division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and 

intentions of the heart.  —Hebrews 4:12 

Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one 

another earnestly from a pure heart, since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but 

of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; for 

“All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower 

falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever.”  And this word is the good news that was 

preached to you.  —I Peter 1:22-25 



His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us 

his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the 

divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.  

—II Peter 1:3-4 

I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God 

will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if anyone takes away from the words of 

the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, 

which are described in this book.  —Revelation 22:18-19 

 

Children 

For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after him to keep 

the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring to Abraham 

what he has promised him.”  —Genesis 18:19 

I have been young, and now am old, yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken or his children 

begging for bread.  —Psalm 37:25 

Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward. Like arrows in 

the hand of a warrior are the children of one's youth. Blessed is the man who fills his quiver 

with them! He shall not be put to shame when he speaks with his enemies in the gate.  —Psalm 

127:3-5 

For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb.  I praise you, 

for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very 

well. Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of them, the 

days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. —Psalm 139:13, 14, 16  

The proverbs of Solomon.  A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son is a sorrow to his 

mother.  —Proverbs 10:1 

Grandchildren are the crown of the aged, and the glory of children is their fathers.  —Proverbs 

17:6 

He who sires a fool gets himself sorrow, and the father of a fool has no joy.  A foolish son is a 

grief to his father and bitterness to her who bore him.  —Proverbs 17:21, 25 



The righteous who walks in his integrity—blessed are his children after him!  —Proverbs 20:7 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.  —

Proverbs 22:6 

All your children shall be taught by the LORD, and great shall be the peace of your children.  —

Isaiah 54:13 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven?” And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them and said, “Truly, I say to 

you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. “Whoever 

receives one such child in my name receives me, but whoever causes one of these little ones 

who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around 

his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. “See that you do not despise one of these 

little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in 

heaven. What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, 

does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 

And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that 

never went astray. So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones 

should perish.  —Matthew 18:1-6, 10-14 

And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuked 

them. But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children come to me; 

do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does 

not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” And he took them in his arms 

and blessed them, laying his hands on them.  —Mark 10:13-16 

For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for 

joy.   —Luke 1:44 

But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 

to such belongs the kingdom of God.  —Luke 18:16 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother” (this 

is the first commandment with a promise), “that it may go well with you and that you may live 

long in the land.”  —Ephesians 6:1-3 

Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.  —Colossians 3:21 



But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care of her own children. So, being 

affectionately desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God but 

also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us.  For you know how, like a father 

with his children, we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged you to walk in 

a manner worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory.  And we also thank 

God constantly for this, that when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you 

accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in 

you believers.  —1 Thessalonians 2:7-8, 11-13  

 

Church 

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he 

listens to you, you have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others 

along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 

If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, 

let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth 

shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I 

say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my 

Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”  —

Matthew 18:15-20 

And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went out 

through all the surrounding country. And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. 

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to 

the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read.  —Luke 4:14-16 

So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three 

thousand souls.  —Acts 2:41 

so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.  —

Romans 12:5 

But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come together it is 

not for the better but for the worse. For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I 

hear that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part, —I Corinthians 11:17-18 



For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though 

many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—

Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. For the body does not 

consist of one member but of many. If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not 

belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear should 

say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a 

part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the 

whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? But as it is, God arranged the 

members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would 

the body be? As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.  The eye cannot say to the hand, “I 

have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the contrary, 

the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and on those parts of the body 

that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are 

treated with greater modesty, which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so 

composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, that there may be no division 

in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. If one member 

suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.  Now you are the body 

of Christ and individually members of it.  —II Corinthians 12:12-27 

I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. Nevertheless, in church I would rather 

speak five words with my mind in order to instruct others, than ten thousand words in a tongue. 

Brothers, do not be children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but in your thinking be mature. 

In the Law it is written, “By people of strange tongues and by the lips of foreigners will I speak 

to this people, and even then they will not listen to me, says the Lord.” Thus tongues are a sign 

not for believers but for unbelievers, while prophecy is a sign not for unbelievers but for 

believers. If, therefore, the whole church comes together and all speak in tongues, and outsiders 

or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are out of your minds? But if all prophesy, and 

an unbeliever or outsider enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all, the secrets 

of his heart are disclosed, and so, falling on his face, he will worship God and declare that God 

is really among you.  —II Corinthians 14:18-25 

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife 

even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the church 

submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.  Husbands, love 

your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, 

having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church 

to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and 



without blemish. In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He 

who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and 

cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, because we are members of his body. “Therefore a 

man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one 

flesh.” This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 

However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her 

husband.  —Ephesians 5:22-33 

And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 

that in everything he might be preeminent.  —Colossians 1:18 

For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not 

ashamed to call them brothers, saying, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of 

the congregation I will sing your praise.”  —Hebrews 2:11-12 

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet 

together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 

Day drawing near.  —Hebrews 10:24-25 

My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 

For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in 

shabby clothing also comes in, and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing 

and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” 

or, “Sit down at my feet,” have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and become 

judges with evil thoughts?  —James 2:1-4 

 

Comfort 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, 

though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its 

waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult.”  --Psalm 46:1-3 

“Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, for in you my soul takes refuge; in the shadow of 

your wings I will take refuge, until the destroying storms pass by.”  --Psalm 57:1 

Psalm 91 (Assurance of God’s Protection) 

Psalm 121 (Assurance of God’s Protection) 



“Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence? If I ascent to heaven, 

you are there; if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. If I take the wings of the morning and 

settle at the farthest limits of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand 

shall hold me fast. If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light around me become 

night,’ even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as 

light to you.”  --Psalm 139: 7-12 

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for 

harm, to give you a future with hope.”  --Jeremiah 29:11 

“Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the creator of the 

ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives 

power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. Even youths will faint and be weary, and the 

young will fall exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall 

mount up with wings of eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”  

--Isaiah 40:28-31 

“…do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I 

will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.”  --Isaiah 41:10 

“Thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for 

I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the 

waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you 

walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.”  --Isaiah 43: 1-

2 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  --Matthew 11:28-30 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who are 

hungry now, for you will be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.”  --Luke 

6:20-22 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 

let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”  --John 14:27 

“In hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 

But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. Likewise the Spirit helps us 



in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes 

with sighs too deep for words.”  --Romans 8:24-26 

“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 

things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 

to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  --Romans 8:38,29 

“God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, that there may 

be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. If 

one member suffers, all suffer together with it.”  --I Corinthians 12:24-26 

“Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”  --Galatians 6:2 

“May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may 

you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, 

who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us 

from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom 

we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  --Colossians 1:11-14 

“…God has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.”  --Hebrews 13:5 

“God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in the. There is no fear 

in love, but perfect love casts out fear.”  --I John 4:16b,18a 

Death 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are 

with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  —Psalm 23:4 

Another of the disciples said to him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” And Jesus said 

to him, “Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead.”  —Matthew 8:21-22 

And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can 

destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of 

them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all 

numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.  —Matthew 10:28-31 

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet 

shall he live, —John 11:25 



When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall 

come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” —I Corinthians 15:54 

For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, 

a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to put 

on our heavenly dwelling, if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. For while we 

are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we 

would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has 

prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. So we are 

always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the 

Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be 

away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make 

it our aim to please him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each 

one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.  —II 

Corinthians 5:1-10 

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor 

for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to 

depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on 

your account.  —Philippians 1:21-24 

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 

transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to 

subject all things to himself.  —Philippians 3:20-21 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may 

not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 

even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we 

declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of 

the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from 

heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the 

trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will 

be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always 

be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with these words. —1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

and which now has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who 

abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, —2 Timothy 1:10 



But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned 

with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might 

taste death for everyone.  —Hebrews 2:9 

And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment,  —Hebrews 9:27 

 

Divorce 

“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I say 

to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of sexual immorality, makes 

her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.  —Matthew 

5:31-32 

And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for 

any cause?” He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning 

made them male and female, and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother 

and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two but one 

flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” They said to him, “Why 

then did Moses command one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her away?” He said to 

them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from 

the beginning it was not so. And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual 

immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.”  —Matthew 19:3-9 

And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 

wife?” He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a man 

to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.” And Jesus said to them, “Because of your 

hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God 

made them male and female.’ ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast 

to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. What 

therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”  And in the house the disciples asked 

him again about this matter. And he said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries 

another commits adultery against her, and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she 

commits adultery.” —Mark 10:2-12 

“Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he who marries a 

woman divorced from her husband commits adultery. —Luke 16:18 



For a married woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies 

she is released from the law of marriage. Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she 

lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that 

law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress.  —Romans 7:2-3 

To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not separate from her 

husband (but if she does, she should remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband), 

and the husband should not divorce his wife.  To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if any 

brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he should not 

divorce her. If any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, 

she should not divorce him. For the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and 

the unbelieving wife is made holy because of her husband. Otherwise your children would be 

unclean, but as it is, they are holy. But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such 

cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God has called you to peace.  —I Corinthians 7:10-15 

A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to be 

married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.  —I Corinthians 7:39 

 

Faith 

He said to them, “Because of your little faith. For truly, I say to you, if you have faith like a grain 

of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and 

nothing will be impossible for you.”  —Matthew 17:20 

Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you 

loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about 

anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.  —Matthew 18:18-19 

And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not 

only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up 

and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen.  —Matthew 21:21 

And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God. Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this 

mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes 

that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for him. Therefore I tell you, whatever you 

ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. And whenever you stand 



praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, so that your Father also who is in heaven 

may forgive you your trespasses.”  —Mark 11:22-26 

For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous 

shall live by faith.”  —Romans 1:17 

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law 

and the Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for 

all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom 

God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's 

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show 

his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who 

has faith in Jesus.  Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By 

a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from 

works of the law.  —Romans 3:21-28 

For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as 

righteousness.” Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 

And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 

counted as righteousness,  —Romans 4:3-5 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 

stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  —Romans 5:1-2 

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the 

word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 

believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart 

one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture 

says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  —Romans 10:8-11, 17 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 

God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  —Ephesians 2:8-9 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, 

that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against 



flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over 

this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take 

up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 

all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the 

breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the readiness given by 

the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can 

extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword 

of the Spirit, which is the word of God,  —Ephesians 6:10-17 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by it the 

people of old received their commendation. By faith we understand that the universe was 

created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible.  By 

faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was 

commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, 

though he died, he still speaks. By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, 

and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was 

commended as having pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please him, for 

whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who 

seek him.  —Hebrews 11:1-6 

looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.  —

Hebrews 12:2 

In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various 

trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes 

though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 

revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not 

now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 

obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  —I Peter 1:6-9 

For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 

overcome the world—our faith.  —I John 5:4 

 

Family 



For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after him to keep 

the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring to Abraham 

what he has promised him.”  —Genesis 18:19 

And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether 

the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in 

whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”  —Joshua 24:15 

“Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from 

Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. Take 

wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in 

marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease.  —

Jeremiah 29:4-6 

Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for 

them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I 

among them.”  —Matthew 18:19-20 

Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus said, “Truly, I 

say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or 

children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not receive a hundredfold now in 

this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with 

persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last 

first.”  —Mark 10:28-31 

Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And they said, “Believe 

in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” And they spoke the word of 

the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night 

and washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family.  —Acts 16:30-33 

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and do 

not be harsh with them. Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 

Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.  —Colossians 3:18-21 

Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. 

They are to teach what is good, and so train the young women to love their husbands and 

children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive to their own 

husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled.  —Titus 2:3-5 



 

Fear and Worry 

But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear 

not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.  When you pass through 

the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you 

walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.  —Isaiah 43:1-2 

Do not be afraid of sudden terror or of the ruin of the wicked, when it comes, for the LORD will 

be your confidence and will keep your foot from being caught.  —Proverbs 3:25-26 

but whoever listens to me will dwell secure and will be at ease, without dread of disaster.”  —

Proverbs 1:33 

fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will 

help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  For I, the LORD your God, hold your 

right hand; it is I who say to you, “Fear not, I am the one who helps you.”  —Isaiah 41:10,13 

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from 

your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of 

more value than many sparrows.  —Matthew 10:29-31 

“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  —Luke 12:32 

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of 

slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we 

cry, “Abba! Father!”  —Romans 8:14-15 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear 

though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,   —Psalm 

46:1-2 

for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.  —II Timothy 1:7 

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and 

whoever fears has not been perfected in love.  —I John 4:18 



It is the LORD who goes before you. He will be with you; he will not leave you or forsake you. 

Do not fear or be dismayed.”  —Deuteronomy 31:8 

So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?”  —

Hebrews 13:6 

 

Forgiveness 

If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and 

turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal 

their land.  —II Chronicles 7:14 

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man 

against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit. For when I 

kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night your 

hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah 

I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my 

transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah 

Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; 

surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him. You are a hiding place for me; you 

preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance. Selah  —Psalm 32:1-7 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy 

blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you only, have I 

sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and 

blameless in your judgment. Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 

conceive me. Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 

and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Let me 

hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice. Hide your face from my sins, 

and blot out all my iniquities.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 

me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to 



me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.  Then I will teach 

transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. Deliver me from blood guiltiness, O 

God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness. O Lord, 

open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I 

would give it; you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.  The sacrifices of God are a broken 

spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.  Do good to Zion in your good 

pleasure; build up the walls of Jerusalem; then will you delight in right sacrifices, in burnt 

offerings and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered on your altar.  —Psalm 51:1-19 

as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us.  —Psalm 

103:12 

“I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your 

sins.  —Isaiah 43:25 

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you 

do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.  —

Matthew 6:14-15 

Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I 

forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but 

seventy times seven.  —Matthew 18:21-22 

And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to 

divide his garments.  —Luke 23:34 

Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, 

meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 

forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  —Colossians 3:12-

13 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

—I John 1:9 

Forgiveness 

“If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, 

and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and 



heal their land.”  --2 Chronicles 7:14 

 

“For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, And abundant in mercy to all those who call 

upon You.”  -- Psalm 86:5 

 

“No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the 

LORD,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the 

LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”   --Jeremiah 

31:34 

 

“And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors.”  --Matthew 6:12 

 

“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you 

do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”  --

Matthew 6:14-15 

 

“Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I 

forgive him? Up to seven times?  Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but 

up to seventy times seven.”  --Matthew 18:21-22 

 

[ Do Not Judge ] “Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be 

condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.”  --Luke 6:37 

 

“There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the 

other fifty. And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell 

Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?” Simon answered and said, “I suppose the 

one whom he forgave more.”  And He said to him, “You have rightly judged.” Then He turned 

to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me 

no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair 

of her head.  You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time 

I came in. You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with 

fragrant oil.  Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. 

But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.”  Then He said to her, “Your sins are 

forgiven.” And those who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, “Who is this 

who even forgives sins?”  Then He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”  

-- Luke 7:41-50 



 

“And when they had come to the place called Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the 

criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the left. 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive 

them, for they do not know what they do.” And they divided His garments and cast lots. 35 

And the people stood looking on. But even the rulers with them sneered, saying, “He saved 

others; let Him save Himself if He is the Christ, the chosen of God.” “   -- Luke 23:33-35 

 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.”  I John 1:9 

Freedom 

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then and do not let yourselves be 

burdened again by a yoke of slavery.  –Galatians 5:1  

Jesus said, "You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." –John 8:31-32  

But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the 

form of teaching to which you were entrusted. You have been set free from sin and have 

become slaves to righteousness.  –Romans 6:17-18 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for 

our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, to 

whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  –Galatians 1:3-5  

What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God-- 

through Jesus Christ our Lord! –Romans 7:24-25 

But now He has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in 

His sight, without blemish and free from accusation. –Colossians 1:22  

If we could be saved by his laws, then God would not have had to give us a different way to get 

out of the grip of sin -- for the Scriptures insist we are all its prisoners. the only way out is 

through faith in Jesus Christ; the way of escape is open to all who believe Him. –Galatians 3:22 

(TLB)  

Since the children [are human], He too shared in their humanity so that by His death He might 

destroy Him who holds the power of death-- that is, the devil -- and free those who all their 

lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.  –Hebrews 2:14-15 

We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired even of 

life. Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of death. But this happened that we might not 



rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, 

and He will deliver us. On Him we have set our hope that He will continue to deliver us.  –II 

Corinthians 1:10  

For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive 

the promised eternal inheritance-- now that He has died as a ransom to set them free. . . –

Hebrews 9:15 

Friendship 

As soon as he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, 

and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. And Saul took him that day and would not let him 

return to his father's house. Then Jonathan made a covenant with David, because he loved him 

as his own soul.  —1 Samuel 18:1-3 

A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a 

brother. —Proverbs 18:24 

Make no friendship with a man given to anger, nor go with a wrathful man, lest you learn his 

ways and entangle yourself in a snare. —Proverbs 22:24-25 

If you have found honey, eat only enough for you, lest you have your fill of it and vomit it. Let 

your foot be seldom in your neighbor's house, lest he have his fill of you and hate you. —

Proverbs 25:16-17 

Better is open rebuke than hidden love. Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the 

kisses of an enemy.   —Proverbs 27:5-6 

Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will 

lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up! 

—Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no 

one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I 

command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master 

is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made 

known to you.  —John 15:12-15  

 



Giving 

For there will never cease to be poor in the land. Therefore I command you, ‘You shall open 

wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and to the poor, in your land.’  —Deuteronomy 

15:11 

Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; then your barns 

will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. —Proverbs 3:9-10 

Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered.  —

Proverbs 11:25 

Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will repay him for his deed.  —

Proverbs 19:17 

Whoever closes his ear to the cry of the poor will himself call out and not be answered.  —

Proverbs 21:13 

Whoever has a bountiful eye will be blessed, for he shares his bread with the poor.  —Proverbs 

22:9 

Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your 

tithes and contributions. You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation 

of you. Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby 

put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and 

pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. I will rebuke the devourer for you, so 

that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says 

the LORD of hosts.  —Malachi 3:8-11 

But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 

so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  —

Matthew 6:3-4 

Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit 

the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you 

gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I 

was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to 

me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 



you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or 

naked and clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King 

will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you 

did it to me.’ 

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire 

prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty 

and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did 

not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, saying, 

‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and 

did not minister to you?’ Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not 

do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal 

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”  —Matthew 25:34-46 

give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, 

will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.”  —

Luke 6:38 

Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, and he saw a poor 

widow put in two small copper coins. And he said, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put 

in more than all of them. For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her 

poverty put in all she had to live on.”  —Luke 21:1-4 

Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them named 

Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world 

(this took place in the days of Claudius). So the disciples determined, everyone according to his 

ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. And they did so, sending it to the elders by 

the hand of Barnabas and Saul.  —Acts 11:27-30 

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all 

grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in 

every good work. As it is written, 

“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” 

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for 

sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way to be 



generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of 

this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many 

thanksgivings to God.  —II Corinthians 9:6-12 

If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, 

“Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what 

good is that?  —James 2:15-16 

 

Grace 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 

only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, 

“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before 

me.’”) And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given 

through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only 

God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.  —John 1:14-18 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 

stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.   —Romans 5:1-2 

So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a 

thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming 

conceited. Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. But he said to 

me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will 

boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For 

the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 

calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.  —II Corinthians 12:7-10 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 

world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption 

as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious 

grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his 

blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished 

upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his 



purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, 

things in heaven and things on earth.  —Ephesians 1:3-10 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course 

of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the 

sons of disobedience— among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out 

the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of 

mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even 

when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have 

been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 

Jesus, so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is 

not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we 

are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, 

that we should walk in them.  —Ephesians 2:1-10 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 

present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior Jesus Christ,  —Titus 2:11-13 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one 

who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence 

draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 

need.  —Hebrews 4:15-16  

 

Guidance, Wisdom and Healthy Minds 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. —Psalm 119:105 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your 

ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.  —Proverbs 3:5-6 

But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which shines brighter and brighter until 

full day. The way of the wicked is like deep darkness; they do not know over what they stumble. 

—Proverbs 4:18-19 



The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps. —Proverbs 16:9 

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his 

own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that 

are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the 

Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  —John 

16:13-15 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 

testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. —

Romans 12:2  

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and 

it will be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a 

wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind.  —James 1:5-6  

 

Heaven 

You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right 

hand are pleasures forevermore. —Psalm 16:11 

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's house are 

many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if 

I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am 

you may be also.  —John 14:1-3 

But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 

transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to 

subject all things to himself. —Philippians 3:20-21 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from 

the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, 

and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 

crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” And he who was seated on 



the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these 

words are trustworthy and true.” And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, 

the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without 

payment. The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my 

son. But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, 

sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, 

which is the second death.” Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of 

the seven last plagues and spoke to me, saying, “Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of 

the Lamb.” And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the 

holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God, its radiance 

like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, 

and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of 

Israel were inscribed— on the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, 

and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were 

the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. And the one who spoke with me had a 

measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and walls. The city lies foursquare, its 

length the same as its width. And he measured the city with his rod, 12,000 stadia. Its length 

and width and height are equal. He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by human measurement, 

which is also an angel's measurement. The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, 

clear as glass. The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. 

The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the 

sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, 

the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the 

gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, transparent as glass.  And I 

saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the 

city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is 

the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into 

it, and its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. They will bring into 

it the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who 

does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.  —

Revelation 21  

 

Hell 

And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 

some to shame and everlasting contempt.  —Daniel 12:2 



But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever 

insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the 

hell of fire.  —Matthew 5:22 

And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can 

destroy both soul and body in hell.  —Matthew 10:28 

And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with 

two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It 

is better for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell.  —Mark 9:44 

“There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously 

every day. And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who 

desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and 

licked his sores. The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich 

man also died and was buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw 

Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 

and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish 

in this flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good 

things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in 

anguish. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that 

those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.’  

—Luke 16:19-26 

They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and 

from the glory of his might, —II Thessalonians 1:9 

And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints 

and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, and the devil who 

had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false 

prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  Then I saw a great 

white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no 

place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and 

books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead 

were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea 

gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and 

they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. Then Death and Hades 

were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone's name 



was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  —Revelation 20:9-

15 

 

Hope 

Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil within me?  Hope in God; for I 

shall again praise him, my salvation and my God. —Psalm 42:11 

For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O LORD, from my youth. —Psalm 71:5 

But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. —Romans 8:25 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. —Romans 12:12 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 

Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. —Romans 15:13 

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since we 

heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the 

hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the 

gospel, … To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of 

the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  —Colossians 1:3-5, 27 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal 

comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and establish them in every good 

work and word.  —II Thessalonians 2:16-17 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 

present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior Jesus Christ, —Titus 2:11-13 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  —Hebrews 11:1 

 

Joy 



A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones. —Proverbs 17:22  

Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 

ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. —Luke 15:7 

These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. —

John 15:11 

More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 

now received reconciliation.  —Romans 5:11 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. —Galatians 5:22-23 

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, 

any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, 

being in full accord and of one mind. —Philippians 2:1-2 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  —Philippians 4:4 

May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and 

patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance 

of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 

kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. —Colossians 

1:11-14 

Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in 

him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, —I Peter 1:8 

 

Love for God 

“And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, 

to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul,  —Deuteronomy 10:12 

And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: 



You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and 

the Prophets.”  —Matthew 22:37-40 

Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me 

will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” Judas (not Iscariot) 

said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” Jesus 

answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and 

we will come to him and make our home with him. Whoever does not love me does not keep 

my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me.  —John 14:21-

24 

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 

clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If 

I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain 

nothing. Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does 

not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 

rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 

things. Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; 

as for knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the 

perfect comes, the partial will pass away. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like 

a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. For now we see 

in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I 

have been fully known. So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these 

is love.  —I Corinthians 13:1-13  

 

Love for Others 

Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all offenses.  —Proverbs 10:12 

Whoever covers an offense seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates close friends.  —

Proverbs 17:9 

If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat, and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink, 

for you will heap burning coals on his head, and the LORD will reward you.  —Proverbs 25:21-22 

“But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who 

curse you, pray for those who abuse you. To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other 



also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. Give to 

everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them 

back. And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.  “If you love those who love 

you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good 

to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if 

you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 

lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, 

expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most 

High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil.  —Luke 6:27-35 

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you 

also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have 

love for one another.”  —John 13:34-35 

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with 

brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor.  —Romans 12:9-10 

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith 

working through love.  —Galatians 5:6 

And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 

discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the 

day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory 

and praise of God.  —Philippians 1:9-11 

Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins.  —I Peter 4:8 

We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brothers. Whoever 

does not love abides in death.  —I John 3:14 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God 

and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the 

love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we 

might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent 

his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 

another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is 

perfected in us.  By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of 

his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the 



world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. So we 

have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides 

in love abides in God, and God abides in him. By this is love perfected with us, so that we may 

have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. There is 

no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 

fears has not been perfected in love. We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love 

God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen 

cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this commandment we have from him: whoever 

loves God must also love his brother.  —I John 4:7-21 

Love from God 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life.  —John 3:16 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no 

one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I 

command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master 

is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made 

known to you.  —John 15:12-15 

but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  —Romans 

5:8 

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 

come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  —Romans 8:38-39 

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and 

so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  —I John 3:1 

In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, 

so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved 

us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also 

ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us 

and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he 

has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the 

Savior of the world. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he 

in God. So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and 



whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. By this is love perfected with us, 

so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this 

world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with 

punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love.  —I John 4:9-18  

 

Marriage 

Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is good for a man not to have sexual 

relations with a woman.” But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should 

have his own wife and each woman her own husband. The husband should give to his wife her 

conjugal rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. For the wife does not have authority over 

her own body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have authority over his 

own body, but the wife does. Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a 

limited time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that 

Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.  —I Corinthians 7:1-5 

Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with 

lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness?  —II Corinthians 6:14 

So I would have younger widows marry, bear children, manage their households, and give the 

adversary no occasion for slander.  —1 Timothy 5:14 

Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper 

fit for him.” 

So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his 

ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man 

he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone of 

my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman,because she was taken out of Man.” 

Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall 

become one flesh.  —Genesis 2:18, 21-24 

For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your 

souls.  Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the 

word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, when they see your 

respectful and pure conduct.  Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding 



way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the 

grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.  —I Peter 2:25-3:2, 3:7 

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion 

over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the 

earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  So God created man in his own 

image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  And God blessed 

them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing 

that moves on the earth.”  —Genesis 1:26-28 

An excellent wife is the crown of her husband, but she who brings shame is like rottenness in 

his bones.  —Proverbs 12:4 

He who finds a wife finds a good thing and obtains favor from the LORD.  —Proverbs 18:22 

Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the days of your vain life that he has given you 

under the sun, because that is your portion in life and in your toil at which you toil under the 

sun.  —Ecclesiastes 9:9  

The disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry.” 

But he said to them, “Not everyone can receive this saying, but only those to whom it is given. 

For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are eunuchs who have been made 

eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the 

kingdom of heaven. Let the one who is able to receive this receive it.”  —Matthew 19:10-12 

Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for 

them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I 

among them.”  —Matthew 18:19-20 

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife 

even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the church 

submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands. 

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he 

might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might 

present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she 

might be holy and without blemish. In the same way husbands should love their wives as their 

own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but 



nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, because we are members of his body. 

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall 

become one flesh.” This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the 

church. However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she 

respects her husband.  —Ephesians 5:22-33 

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and do 

not be harsh with them.  —Colossians 3:18-19 

Older women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. 

They are to teach what is good, and so train the young women to love their husbands and 

children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive to their own 

husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled.  —Titus 2:3-5 

Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will 

judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.  —Hebrews 13:4 

 

Money 

Put no trust in extortion; set no vain hopes on robbery; if riches increase, set not your heart on 

them.  —Psalm 62:10 

Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding, for the gain from 

her is better than gain from silver and her profit better than gold.  She is more precious than 

jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with her.  Long life is in her right hand; in her left 

hand are riches and honor.  Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.  —

Proverbs 3:13-17 

“I, wisdom, dwell with prudence, and I find knowledge and discretion.  Riches and honor are 

with me, enduring wealth and righteousness.  My fruit is better than gold, even fine gold, and 

my yield than choice silver. I walk in the way of righteousness, in the paths of justice, granting 

an inheritance to those who love me, and filling their treasuries. —Proverbs 8:12, 18-21 

Treasures gained by wickedness do not profit, but righteousness delivers from death.  The LORD 

does not let the righteous go hungry, but he thwarts the craving of the wicked. A slack hand 

causes poverty, but the hand of the diligent makes rich.  He who gathers in summer is a 

prudent son, but he who sleeps in harvest is a son who brings shame.  —Proverbs 10:2-5 



The blessing of the LORD makes rich, and he adds no sorrow with it.  —Proverbs 10:22 

Riches do not profit in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death.  When the 

wicked dies, his hope will perish, and the expectation of wealth perishes too.  —Proverbs 11:4, 7 

Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will flourish like a green leaf.  —Proverbs 

11:28 

Wealth gained hastily will dwindle, but whoever gathers little by little will increase it.  —

Proverbs 13:11 

A good man leaves an inheritance to his children's children, but the sinner's wealth is laid up for 

the righteous.  —Proverbs 13:22 

The poor is disliked even by his neighbor, but the rich has many friends.  Whoever despises his 

neighbor is a sinner, but blessed is he who is generous to the poor.  —Proverbs 14:20-21 

In the house of the righteous there is much treasure, but trouble befalls the income of the 

wicked.  —Proverbs 15:6 

Better is a little with the fear of the LORD than great treasure and trouble with it.  Better is a 

dinner of herbs where love is than a fattened ox and hatred with it.  —Proverbs 15:16-17 

Do not toil to acquire wealth; be discerning enough to desist.  When your eyes light on it, it is 

gone, for suddenly it sprouts wings, flying like an eagle toward heaven.  —Proverbs 23:4-5 

Know well the condition of your flocks, and give attention to your herds, for riches do not last 

forever; and does a crown endure to all generations? When the grass is gone and the new 

growth appears and the vegetation of the mountains is gathered, the lambs will provide your 

clothing, and the goats the price of a field. There will be enough goats' milk for your food, for 

the food of your household and maintenance for your girls.  —Proverbs 27:23-27 

Whoever works his land will have plenty of bread, but he who follows worthless pursuits will 

have plenty of poverty.  —Proverbs 28:19 

He who loves money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his 

income; this also is vanity. Everyone also to whom God has given wealth and possessions and 

power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil—this is the gift of God.  —

Ecclesiastes 5:10, 19 



Bread is made for laughter, and wine gladdens life, and money answers everything.  —

Ecclesiastes 10:19 

Like the partridge that gathers a brood that she did not hatch, so is he who gets riches but not 

by justice; in the midst of his days they will leave him, and at his end he will be a fool.  —

Jeremiah 17:11 

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.  —Matthew 6:24 

“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his 

property. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 

ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with 

them, and he made five talents more. So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 

But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. 

Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. And 

he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, 

you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ His master said to him, 

‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 

much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ And he also who had the two talents came forward, 

saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’ His 

master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I 

will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ He also who had received the one 

talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not 

sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent 

in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and 

slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no 

seed? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should 

have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him and give it to him 

who has the ten talents. For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an 

abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the 

worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.’  —Matthew 25:14-30 

give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, 

will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.”  —

Luke 6:38 



And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life 

does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  —Luke 12:15 

and to aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we 

instructed you, so that you may walk properly before outsiders and be dependent on no one.  —

1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 

Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment, for we brought nothing into the world, 

and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we 

will be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many 

senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of 

money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away 

from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.  —1 Timothy 6:6-10 

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the 

uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. They are to 

do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure 

for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is 

truly life.  —1 Timothy 6:17-19 

Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I 

will never leave you nor forsake you.”  —Hebrews 13:5 

If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, 

“Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what 

good is that?  —James 2:15-16 

 

Occult, Cults and Witchcraft 

There shall not be found among you anyone who burns his son or his daughter as an offering, 

anyone who practices divination or tells fortunes or interprets omens, or a sorcerer or a charmer 

or a medium or a necromancer or one who inquires of the dead, for whoever does these things 

is an abomination to the LORD. And because of these abominations the LORD your God is 

driving them out before you. You shall be blameless before the LORD your God, —Deuteronomy 

18:10-13 



But there was a man named Simon, who had previously practiced magic in the city and amazed 

the people of Samaria, saying that he himself was somebody great. They all paid attention to 

him, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is the power of God that is called Great.” 

And they paid attention to him because for a long time he had amazed them with his magic. But 

when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name 

of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. Even Simon himself believed, and 

after being baptized he continued with Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles performed, 

he was amazed. —Acts 8:9-13 

When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they came upon a certain 

magician, a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus. He was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a 

man of intelligence, who summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. 

But Elymas the magician (for that is the meaning of his name) opposed them, seeking to turn 

the proconsul away from the faith. But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy 

Spirit, looked intently at him and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, 

full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? 

And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind and unable to see the 

sun for a time.” Immediately mist and darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking 

people to lead him by the hand. Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had occurred, 

for he was astonished at the teaching of the Lord.  —Acts 13:6-12 

As we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of 

divination and brought her owners much gain by fortune-telling. She followed Paul and us, 

crying out, “These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of 

salvation.” And this she kept doing for many days. Paul, having become greatly annoyed, 

turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” 

And it came out that very hour.  —Acts 16:16-18 

Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over 

those who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul proclaims.” Seven sons 

of a Jewish high priest named Sceva were doing this. But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I 

know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?” And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped 

on them, mastered all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked 

and wounded. And this became known to all the residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks. 

And fear fell upon them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was extolled. Also many of those 

who were now believers came, confessing and divulging their practices. And a number of those 

who had practiced magic arts brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. 



And they counted the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand pieces of silver. —Acts 

19:13-19 

As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to 

the one you received, let him be accursed.  —Galatians 1:9 

Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, 

sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, 

drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who 

do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. —Galatians 5:19-21 

Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies 

the Father and the Son.  —I John 2:22 

But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, 

sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, 

which is the second death.”  —Revelation 21:8 

I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God 

will add to him the plagues described in this book, and if anyone takes away from the words of 

the book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, 

which are described in this book.  —Revelation 22:18-19 

 

Patience 

Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; fret not yourself over the one who prospers 

in his way, over the man who carries out evil devices! —Psalm 37:7 

I waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry. —Psalm 40:1 

for the righteous falls seven times and rises again, but the wicked stumble in times of calamity. 

—Proverbs 24:16 

but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 

eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. —Isaiah 40:31 

More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 

endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to 



shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has 

been given to us. —Romans 5:3-5 

But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. —Romans 8:25 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. —Romans 12:12 

Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be 

content. —Philippians 4:11 

Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. For you have need of 

endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is promised. —

Hebrews 10:35-36 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the 

testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you 

may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. —James 1:2-4 

Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the 

precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 

You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. —James 5:7-8 

 

Be still in the presence of the Lord, and wait patiently for him to act. Don’t worry about evil 

people who prosper or fret about their wicked schemes. Stop being angry! Turn from your rage! 

Do not lose your temper—it only leads to harm. For the wicked will be destroyed, but those 

who trust in the Lord will possess the land. Psalm 37:7-9 (NLT)  

I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and heard my cry.  Psalm 40:1 (NIV)  

But you, O Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and 

faithfulness. Psalm 86:15 (NIV)  

But those who wait on the LORD shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings 

like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint. Isaiah 40:31 (NKJV)  

A hot-tempered man stirs up dissension, but a patient man calms a quarrel. Proverbs 15:18 

(NIV)  

We were given this hope when we were saved. (If we already have something, we don’t need to 

hope for it. But if we look forward to something we don’t yet have, we must wait patiently and 

confidently.) Romans 8:24-25  (NLT)  



Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Romans 12:12 (NIV)  

For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the 

patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. Now may the God of patience and 

comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus. Romans 

15:4-5 (NKJV)  

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is 

not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in 

evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 

perseveres. Love never fails. I Corinthians 13:4–8a (NIV)  

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 

not give up. Galatians 6:9 (NIV)  

Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with 

tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. Make allowance for each 

other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you 

must forgive others. --Colossians 3:12-13  (NLT)  

We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit 

what has been promised.  --Hebrews 6:12 (NIV)  

And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be 

patient with everyone. --I Thessalonians 5:14 (NIV)  

My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow 

to become angry, for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. -- 

James 1:19-20 (NIV)  

Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to 

yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be 

patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near. --James 5:7-8 (NIV)  

This means that God’s holy people must endure persecution patiently, obeying his commands 

and maintaining their faith in Jesus. --Revelation 14:12 (NLT)  

Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord's coming.  See how the farmer waits for the land to 

yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be 

patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming is near.  --James 5:7-8 



But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it?  But if you 

suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.  -- I Peter 2:20 

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 

not give up.  --Galatians 6:9 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  -- Hebrews 

10:23 

"But he who stands firm to the end will be saved."  -- Matthew 24:13 

We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit 

what has been promised.  --Hebrews 6:12 

You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he 

has promised.  -- Hebrews 10:36 

What if some did not have faith?  Will their lack of faith nullify God's faithfulness?  Not at 

all!  Let God be true, and every man a liar.  As it is written:  "So that you may be proved right 

when you speak and prevail when you judge."  Romans 5:3-4 

A hot-tempered man stirs up dissension, but a patient man calms a quarrel. -- Proverbs 15:18 

(NIV)  

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  --Romans 12:12 (NIV)  

For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the 

patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. Now may the God of patience and 

comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus. -- Romans 

15:4-5 (NKJV) 

My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying 

of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect 

and entire, wanting nothing.  -- James 1:2-4 

Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth 

for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and 

latter rain. Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.  -- 

James 5:7-8 KJV  



For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, 

when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. -- I Peter 2:20 

KJV    

And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. -- 

Galatians 6:9 KJV 

Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised) --

Hebrews 10:23 KJV 

Hebrews 10:36 KJV   For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye 

might receive the promise.  –Hebrews 10:36 KJV 

But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. --Matthew 24:13 KJV 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,I will fear no evil; For You are 

with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.  –Psalm 23:4 

 

You shall increase my greatness, And comfort me on every side.  –Psalm 71:21 

 

In the multitude of my anxieties within me, Your comforts delight my soul.  -- Psalm 94:19 

For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the 

patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. 5 Now may the God of patience and 

comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, -- Romans 

15:4-5 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all 

comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are 

in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  –II 

Corinthians 1:3-4 

 

Nevertheless God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, --II 

Corinthians 7:6 

 

Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the 

Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, 

being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but 

in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.  –Philippians 2:1-3 



Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted.  –Matthew 5:4 

 

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with 

you for ever;  --John 14:16 

 

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall 

teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.  

–John 14:26 

But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of 

truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:  --John 15:26 

Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the 

Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.  –John 16:7 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,[a] whenever you face trials of many kinds, 

because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish 

its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. If any of you lacks 

wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be 

given to you.  –James 1:2-5 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not 

dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, 

always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never fails.  --I Corinthians 13:4-8 

But as for that [seed] in the good soil, these are [the people] who, hearing the Word, hold it fast 

in a just (noble, virtuous) and worthy heart, and steadily bring forth fruit with patience.  --Luke 

8:15 

By your steadfastness and patient endurance you shall win the true life of your souls.  --Luke 

21:19 

Moreover [let us also be full of joy now!] let us exult and triumph in our troubles and rejoice in 

our sufferings, knowing that pressure and affliction and hardship produce patient and 

unswerving endurance.  --Romans 5:3 

But if we hope for what is still unseen by us, we wait for it with patience and composure. --

Romans 8:25 



Be assured and understand that the trial and proving of your faith bring out endurance and 

steadfastness and patience.  --James 1:3 

But I obtained mercy for the reason that in me, as the foremost [of sinners], Jesus Christ might 

show forth and display all His perfect long-suffering and patience for an example to 

[encourage] those who would thereafter believe on Him for [the gaining of] eternal life. –I 

Timothy 1:16 

[We pray] that you may be invigorated and strengthened with all power according to the might 

of His glory, [to exercise] every kind of endurance and patience (perseverance and forbearance) 

with joy.  --Colossians 1:11 

I waited patiently and expectantly for the Lord; and He inclined to me and heard my cry. --

Psalm 40:1 

In order that you may not grow disinterested and become [spiritual] sluggards, but imitators, 

behaving as do those who through faith (by their leaning of the entire personality on God in 

Christ in absolute trust and confidence in His power, wisdom, and goodness) and by practice of 

patient endurance and waiting are [now] inheriting the promises.  --Hebrews 6:12 

For you have need of steadfast patience and endurance, so that you may perform and fully 

accomplish the will of God, and thus receive and carry away [and enjoy to the full] what is 

promised. --Hebrews 10:36 

Therefore then, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses [who have borne 

testimony to the Truth], let us strip off and throw aside every encumbrance (unnecessary 

weight) and that sin which so readily (deftly and cleverly) clings to and entangles us, and let us 

run with patient endurance and steady and active persistence the appointed course of the race 

that is set before us.  --Hebrews 12:1 

And in [exercising] knowledge [develop] self-control, and in [exercising] self-control [develop] 

steadfastness (patience, endurance), and in [exercising] steadfastness [develop] godliness (piety). 

--II Peter 1:6 

Now may the God Who gives the power of patient endurance (steadfastness) and Who supplies 

encouragement, grant you to live in such mutual harmony and such full sympathy with one 

another, in accord with Christ Jesus. --Romans 15:5 

Living as becomes you] with complete lowliness of mind (humility) and meekness 

(unselfishness, gentleness, mildness), with patience, bearing with one another and making 

allowances because you love one another.  --Ephesians 4:2 



May the Lord direct your hearts into [realizing and showing] the love of God and into the 

steadfastness and patience of Christ and in waiting for His return.  --II Thessalonians 3: 5 

Urge the older men to be temperate, venerable (serious), sensible, self-controlled, and sound in 

the faith, in the love, and in the steadfastness and patience [of Christ].  --Titus 2:2 

Whoever leads into captivity will himself go into captivity; if anyone slays with the sword, with 

the sword must he be slain. Herein is [the call for] the patience and the faith and fidelity of the 

saints (God's people). Revelation 13:10 

Clothe yourselves therefore, as God's own chosen ones (His own picked representatives), [who 

are] purified and holy and well-beloved [by God Himself, by putting on behavior marked by] 

tenderhearted pity and mercy, kind feeling, a lowly opinion of yourselves, gentle ways, [and] 

patience [which is tireless and long-suffering, and has the power to endure whatever comes, 

with good temper]. Colossians 3:12 

What if God, although fully intending to show [the awfulness of] His wrath and to make known 

His power and authority, has tolerated with much patience the vessels (objects) of [His] anger 

which are ripe for destruction?  Romans 9:22 

 

Peace 

Turn away from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.  —Psalm 34:14 

Great peace have those who love your law; nothing can make them stumble.  —Psalm 119:165 

Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets understanding, for the gain from 

her is better than gain from silver and her profit better than gold. She is more precious than 

jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with her. Long life is in her right hand; in her left 

hand are riches and honor. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.  —

Proverbs 3:13-17 

You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you.  —Isaiah 

26:3 

Oh that you had paid attention to my commandments!  Then your peace would have been like a 

river, and your righteousness like the waves of the sea;  —Isaiah 48:18 



Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not 

your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.  —John 14:27 

I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have 

tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”  —John 16:33 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  —Romans 5:1 

For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  —

Romans 8:6 

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace 

and joy in the Holy Spirit. Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by 

men. So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.  —Romans 14:17-19 

do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses 

all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  —Philippians 4:6-7 

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. 

And be thankful.  —Colossians 3:15 

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way. The Lord be with 

you all.   —II Thessalonians 3:16 

 

Persecution 

But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble; they will not 

overcome me. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor 

will never be forgotten. —Jeremiah 20:11 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.  “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for 

so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  —Matthew 5:10-12 



“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, 

the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out 

of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is 

not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my 

word, they will also keep yours.  —John 15:18-20 

When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to 

Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging 

them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the 

kingdom of God.  —Acts 14:21-22 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed 

all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure 

that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  —Romans 8:35-39 

We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, 

but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, 

so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For we who live are always being 

given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal 

flesh.  —II Corinthians 4:8-11 

For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 

calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.  —II Corinthians 12:10 

Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,  —II Timothy 3:12 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 

something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, 

that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the 

name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.  Yet if 

anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.  —I 

Peter 4:12-14, 16 

 



Prayer 

If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened. 

But truly God has listened; he has attended to the voice of my prayer. —Psalm 66:18-19 

“Thus says the LORD who made the earth, the LORD who formed it to establish it—the LORD is 

his name: Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you 

have not known. —Jeremiah 33:2-3 

But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in 

secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  “And when you pray, do not heap 

up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for their many words. 

Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. Pray then like 

this: 

“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also 

have forgiven our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  —Matthew 

6:6-13 

Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and 

does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for 

him. Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it 

will be yours. And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone, 

so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.” —Mark 11:23-25 

And he said to them, “When you pray, say: “Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom 

come. Give us each day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive 

everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.” And he said to them, “Which 

of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 

for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; and he will 

answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in 

bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’? I tell you, though he will not get up and give him 

anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him 

whatever he needs. And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 

knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks 

finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. What father among you, if his son asks for a 

fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If 



you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the 

heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” —Luke 11:2-13 

Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you 

ask me anything in my name, I will do it.  —John 14:13-14 

If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 

you.  —John 15:7 

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand 

in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt 

of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having 

put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, 

with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of 

salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the 

Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making 

supplication for all the saints,  —Ephesians 6:11-18 

do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  —Philippians 4:6 

I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger or 

quarreling;  —1 Timothy 2:8  

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one 

who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with confidence 

draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 

need.  —Hebrews 4:15-16 

You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.  —James 4:3 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. 

The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.  —James 5:16 



And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his 

will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have 

the requests that we have asked of him.  —I John 5:14-15 

 

Pride 

Whoever slanders his neighbor secretly I will destroy. Whoever has a haughty look and an 

arrogant heart I will not endure.  —Psalm 101:5 

Everyone who is arrogant in heart is an abomination to the LORD; be assured, he will not go 

unpunished. Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. There is a way 

that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.  —Proverbs 16:5, 18, 25 

Before destruction a man's heart is haughty, but humility comes before honor.  —Proverbs 18:12 

“How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut down to the 

ground, you who laid the nations low! You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; above 

the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far 

reaches of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the 

Most High.’ But you are brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit.  —Isaiah 14:12-15 

But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the 

humble.”  —James 4:6 

Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with 

humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”  

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may 

exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.  —I Peter 5:5-7  

 

Rest, Sabbath and Haste 

Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD 

your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male 

servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates.  —

Exodus 20:9-10 



“Be still, and know that I am God.  I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the 

earth!” —Psalm 46:10 

It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the bread of anxious toil; for he 

gives to his beloved sleep.  —Psalm 127:2 

Desire without knowledge is not good, and whoever makes haste with his feet misses his way. 

—Proverbs 19:2 

The plans of the diligent lead surely to abundance, but everyone who is hasty comes only to 

poverty. —Proverbs 21:5 

Better is a handful of quietness than two hands full of toil and a striving after wind. —

Ecclesiastes 4:6 

The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. And he said to 

them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many were coming 

and going, and they had no leisure even to eat.  —Mark 6:30-31  

 

Revenge and Retaliation 

You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you 

shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD. —Leviticus 19:18 

Do not say, “I will repay evil”; wait for the LORD, and he will deliver you. —Proverbs 20:22 

If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat, and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink, 

for you will heap burning coals on his head, and the LORD will reward you. —Proverbs 25:21-22 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, 

Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the 

other also. And if anyone would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 

And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to the one who begs from 

you, and do not refuse the one who would borrow from you.  “You have heard that it was said, 

‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and 

pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For 

he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 

For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do 



the same? And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not 

even the Gentiles do the same? You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  

—Matthew 5:38-48 

Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, 

so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave 

it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the 

contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for 

by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but 

overcome evil with good.  —Romans 12:17-21 

 

Salvation 

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 

of God,  —John 1:12 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but in order that the world might be saved through him.  —John 3:16-17 

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me.  —John 14:6 

Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is 

proclaimed to you, and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you 

could not be freed by the law of Moses.  —Acts 13:38-39 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 

believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  —Romans 1:16 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, —Romans 3:23 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  —

Romans 6:23 

because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 

raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and 

with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in 



him will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same 

Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord will be saved.”  —Romans 10:9-13 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 

has come.  —II Corinthians 5:17 

In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed 

in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until 

we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.  —Ephesians 1:13-14 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 

God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  —Ephesians 2:8-9 

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but 

much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,  —Philippians 

2:12 

And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made 

alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt 

that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.  —

Colossians 2:13-14 

For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him.  —I 

Thessalonians 5:9-10 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 

present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for 

himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.  —Titus 2:11-14 

Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in 

him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of 

your faith, the salvation of your souls.  —I Peter 1:8-9 

 

Satan 



“How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut down to the 

ground, you who laid the nations low! You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; above 

the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far 

reaches of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the 

Most High.’ But you are brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit.  —Isaiah 14:12-15 

You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer 

from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. 

When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  —John 

8:44 

In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from 

seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  —II Corinthians 4:4 

But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray 

from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.  —II Corinthians 11:3 

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand 

in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt 

of truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having 

put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, 

with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of 

salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the 

Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making 

supplication for all the saints,  —Ephesians 6:11-18 

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  —James 4:7 

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, 

seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of 

suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world.  —I Peter 5:8-9 

And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, 

the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown 

down with him. And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power 



and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our 

brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God.  —Revelation 

12:9-10 

and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the 

beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.  

—Revelation 20:10 

 

Sex 

Let them be for yourself alone, and not for strangers with you. Let your fountain be blessed, and 

rejoice in the wife of your youth, a lovely deer, a graceful doe. Let her breasts fill you at all times 

with delight; be intoxicated always in her love. Why should you be intoxicated, my son, with a 

forbidden woman and embrace the bosom of an adulteress? For a man's ways are before the 

eyes of the LORD, and he ponders all his paths. The iniquities of the wicked ensnare him, and he 

is held fast in the cords of his sin. He dies for lack of discipline, and because of his great folly he 

is led astray.  —Proverbs 5:17-23 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say to you that 

everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in 

his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that 

you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. And if your right 

hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your 

members than that your whole body go into hell.  —Matthew 5:27-30 

For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural 

relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men likewise gave up natural relations 

with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts 

with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.  —Romans 1:26-27 

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 

deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice 

homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will 

inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were 

sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but 

I will not be enslaved by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food”—



and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but 

for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by 

his power. Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the 

members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Or do you not know that he 

who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two will 

become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Flee from 

sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually 

immoral person sins against his own body. Or do you not know that your body is a temple of 

the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were 

bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.  —I Corinthians 6:9-20  

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires of 

the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are 

opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. But if you are led by 

the Spirit, you are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 

impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, 

dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned 

you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  —Galatians 5:16-

21 

They have become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every 

kind of impurity. But that is not the way you learned Christ!— assuming that you have heard 

about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put off your old self, which 

belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be 

renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God 

in true righteousness and holiness.  —Ephesians 4:19-24 

But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as 

is proper among saints. Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out 

of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is 

sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the 

kingdom of Christ and God.  —Ephesians 5:3-5 

For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; that 

each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, not in the passion of 

lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; that no one transgress and wrong his brother in 

this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and 

solemnly warned you. For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. Therefore 



whoever disregards this, disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you.  —I 

Thessalonians 4:3-8 

Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will 

judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.  —Hebrews 13:4 

But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, 

sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, 

which is the second death.” —Revelation 21:8 

 

Sin 

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, 

nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he 

meditates day and night.  He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its 

season, and its leaf does not wither.  In all that he does, he prospers. The wicked are not so, but 

are like chaff that the wind drives away.  Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 

nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

but the way of the wicked will perish.  —Psalm 1:1-6 

Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them 

will obtain mercy.  —Proverbs 28:13 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  —Romans 3:23 

Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. Do not present 

your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those 

who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for 

righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under 

grace.  What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 

Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of 

the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 

righteousness? But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become 

obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, and, having 

been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking in human terms, 

because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to 

impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as 



slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.  For when you were slaves of sin, you were free 

in regard to righteousness. But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which 

you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But now that you have been set free 

from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, 

eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.  —Romans 6:12-23 

Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, 

sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, 

drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who 

do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  —Galatians 5:19-21 

Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 

and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming.  —

Colossians 3:5-6 

Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not 

grow weary or fainthearted. In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point 

of shedding your blood.  —Hebrews 12:3-4 

Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted 

with evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted when he is lured and 

enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it 

is fully grown brings forth death.   —James 1:13-15 

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 

blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 

and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  —I John 1:7-9 

 

Strength 

Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to 

anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the 

joy of the LORD is your strength.”  —Nehemiah 8:10 



The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my 

life; of whom shall I be afraid? —Psalm 27:1 

Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the LORD!  —Psalm 31:24 

Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually!  —Psalm 105:4 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the 

ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives 

power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. Even youths shall faint 

and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the LORD shall renew 

their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; 

they shall walk and not faint.  —Isaiah 40:28-31 

fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will 

help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  —Isaiah 41:10 

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may 

rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 

persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.  —II Corinthians 12:9-10 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on 

earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened 

with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend 

with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of 

Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.  —

Ephesians 3:14-19 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.  —Ephesians 6:10 

I can do all things through him who strengthens me.  —Philippians 4:13 

 

The Lord is my strength and my song; he has given me victory.  This is my God, and I will 

praise him—my father’s God, and I will exalt him! -- Exodus 15:2  (NLT) 

This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord 

your God is with you wherever you go.”  -- Joshua 1:9  (NLT) 



Search for the Lord and for his strength; continually seek him.  --I Chronicles 16:11  (NLT) 

A psalm of David. 1 The Lord is my light and my salvation—so why should I be afraid? The 

Lord is my fortress, protecting me from danger, so why should I tremble? God is our refuge and 

strength, always ready to help in times of trouble.  -- Psalm 46:1  (NLT) 

He gives power to the weak and strength to the powerless.  Isaiah 40:29   (NLT) 

Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I am 

glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me.  --II 

Corinthians 12:9   (NLT) 

For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.  Philippians 4:13  (NLT) 

I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner strength 

through his Spirit.  Ephesians 3:16   (NLT) 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 

witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, 

and to the ends of the earth.”  Acts 1:8  (NLT) 

 

Suffering 

But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble; they will not 

overcome me. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed.  Their eternal dishonor 

will never be forgotten.  —Jeremiah 20:11 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.  —Matthew 5:10-12 

“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, 

the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out 

of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is 

not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my 

word, they will also keep yours.  —John 15:18-20 



When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to 

Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging 

them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the 

kingdom of God.  —Acts 14:21-22 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed 

all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are 

more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor 

angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.  —Romans 8:35-39 

We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, 

but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, 

so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. For we who live are always being 

given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal 

flesh.  —II Corinthians 4:8-11 

For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and 

calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.  —II Corinthians 12:10 

Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,  —2 Timothy 3:12 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 

something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, 

that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the 

name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.  Yet if 

anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.  —I 

Peter 4:12-14, 16 

 

Temptation 

No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let 

you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of 

escape, that you may be able to endure it.  —I Corinthians 10:13 



For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being 

tempted.  —Hebrews 2:18 

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 

God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 

without sin. Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  —Hebrews 4:14-16 

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the 

testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you 

may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and 

it will be given him. 

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will 

receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. Let no one say when 

he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he 

himself tempts no one. But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own 

desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown 

brings forth death.  —James 1:2-5, 12-15 

 

Thankfulness 

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; I will recount all of your wonderful deeds.  

—Psalm 9:1 

The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies me; to one who orders his way rightly 

I will show the salvation of God!”  —Psalm 50:23 

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praises to your name, O Most High; —Psalm 92:1 

Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, and give thanks to his holy name!   —Psalm 97:12 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to him; bless his 

name! —Psalm 100:4 



Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; make known his deeds among the peoples! 

Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works!  —Psalm 105:1-2 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  —Philippians 4:6  

 

Unhealthy Relationships 

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, 

nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he 

meditates day and night.  —Psalm 1:1-2 

My son, if sinners entice you, do not consent.  If they say, “Come with us, let us lie in wait for 

blood; let us ambush the innocent without reason; like Sheol let us swallow them alive, and 

whole, like those who go down to the pit; we shall find all precious goods, we shall fill our 

houses with plunder; throw in your lot among us; we will all have one purse”— my son, do not 

walk in the way with them; hold back your foot from their paths, for their feet run to evil, and 

they make haste to shed blood.  For in vain is a net spread in the sight of any bird, but these 

men lie in wait for their own blood; they set an ambush for their own lives. Such are the ways of 

everyone who is greedy for unjust gain; it takes away the life of its possessors.  —Proverbs 1:10-

19 

My son, be attentive to my wisdom; incline your ear to my understanding, that you may keep 

discretion, and your lips may guard knowledge.  For the lips of a forbidden woman drip honey, 

and her speech is smoother than oil, but in the end she is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-

edged sword.  Her feet go down to death; her steps follow the path to Sheol; she does not 

ponder the path of life; her ways wander, and she does not know it. And now, O sons, listen to 

me, and do not depart from the words of my mouth. Keep your way far from her, and do not go 

near the door of her house, lest you give your honor to othersand your years to the merciless, 

lest strangers take their fill of your strength, and your labors go to the house of a foreigner, and 

at the end of your life you groan, when your flesh and body are consumed, and you say, “How I 

hated discipline, and my heart despised reproof! I did not listen to the voice of my teachers or 

incline my ear to my instructors.  I am at the brink of utter ruin in the assembled congregation.”  

—Proverbs 5:1-14 

Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with 

lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness?  —II Corinthians 6:14 



 

Work and Jobs 

From the fruit of his mouth a man is satisfied with good, and the work of a man's hand comes 

back to him. —Proverbs 12:14 

Whoever is slack in his work is a brother to him who destroys. —Proverbs 18:9 

Do you see a man skillful in his work? He will stand before kings; he will not stand before 

obscure men. —Proverbs 22:29 

There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his 

toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, for apart from him who can eat or who can have 

enjoyment?  —Ecclesiastes 2:24-25 

So I saw that there is nothing better than that a man should rejoice in his work, for that is his lot. 

Who can bring him to see what will be after him? —Ecclesiastes 3:22 

Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might, for there is no work or thought or 

knowledge or wisdom in Sheol, to which you are going. —Ecclesiastes 9:10 

Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so 

that he may have something to share with anyone in need. —Ephesians 4:28 

Slaves, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, with a sincere heart, as you would 

Christ, not by the way of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but as servants of Christ, doing the 

will of God from the heart, rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man, 

knowing that whatever good anyone does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether he 

is a slave or free. Masters, do the same to them, and stop your threatening, knowing that he who 

is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him. —Ephesians 

6:5-9 

and to aspire to live quietly, and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we 

instructed you, so that you may walk properly before outsiders and be dependent on no one. —

1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 

 



Worship 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come before him! 

Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness;  —1 Chronicles 16:29 

Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!  —Psalm 95:6 

But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in 

spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those 

who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”  —John 4:23-24 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  —Romans 12:1  

 


